
WILD CHERVIL MANAGEMENT TRIALS 
Objective: To identify effective herbicide options for management in Grey County

Literature Search:
A Washington State University study conducted by T.W. 
Miller and D.E. D’Auria indicated that Arsenal (imazapyr) 
provided the best chemical control of Wild Chervil. Gly-
phosate and Lontrel (clopyralid) also provided reasonable 
suppression. Control of Wild Chervil will all herbicide 
treatments was enhanced with tillage one week after ap-
plication followed by a mid-September seeding of peren-
nial ryegrass, orchardgrass and tall fescue.
Source: www.co.thurston.wa.us/tcweeds/documents/Chervil05research.pdf

Herbicide Treatments that worked in 2010 : 
Shortly after application, three active ingredients stood 
out as providing acceptable control of Wild Chervil. They 
were Arsenal (imazapyr), glyphosate and aminocyclopy-
rachlor + Escort XP. However, 3 months after application, 
there was re-growth of Wild Chervil in both the glypho-
sate and imazapyr treatments. This observation would 
support the Miller and D’Auria study that showed im-
proved control when tillage and grass seeding was incor-
porated into a management plan. However, aminocyclo-
prachlor + Escort XP provided excellent season long con-
trol of Wild Chervil, and native grasses thrived and out-
competed any non desirable plants from establishing.

Table 1. Summary of Wild Chervil control with three herbicides in Grey County (2010).

WILD CHERVIL EFFICACY ARSENAL (IMAZAPYR) GLYPHOSATE AMINOCYCLOPYRACHLOR + 
ESCORT XP

Early Season:
97% Visual Control

Late Season:
74% Visual Control

Early Season:
97% Visual Control

Late Season:
0% Visual Control 
(re-growth occurred)

Early Season:
99% Visual Control

Late Season:
95% Visual Control
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Uncontrolled Wild Chervil, Thornbury, ON
By late June any uncontrolled Wild Cher-
vil had already gone to seed. Since the 
plant grows early in the year management 
must be initiated in late April.
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ARSENAL - 30 days after application ARSENAL - 48 days after application 

Glyphosate - 30 days after application Glyphosate - 48 days after application

Aminocyclopyrachlor - 30 days Aminocyclopyrachlor - 48 days

VISUAL CONTROL WITH SELECTED HERBICIDES



 

THE CHALLENGE WITH USING GLYPHOSATE
Glyphosate is effective at controlling emerged Wild Chervil top growth. However, at 88 days after 

application there was significant re-growth. Glyphosate also effectively removes most other existing 

vegetation which allows for the emergence of other potentially undesirable species. If glyphosate is 

to be used in any Wild Chervil management strategy is will have to be used in conjunction with cul-

tural control practices such as tillage, competitive vegetation or mulch.
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At 88 days after application, the area 
treated with glyphosate had Wild Chervil 
plants that began to grow back from the 
tap root.



 

AMINOCYCLOPYRACHLOR
A significant component of this study was to evaluate new active ingredients that could be used by pub-
lic workers to manage large areas.  One particular experimental compound under investigation by Du-

Pont, called “aminocyclopyrachlor” provided excellent season long control and had no activity on grass 

grasses, which was of particular value as it inhibited new Wild chervil plants from emerging from seed. 
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On June 27th, 2010, aminocyclopyrachlor 
provided excellent control of chervil and had 

no activity on existing grass species

Top Left: An area treated with aminocy-
clopyrachlor whereby native grass species 
were not affected, thrived and outcompeted 
any re-growth of Wild Chervil or any other 
undesirable vegetation.

Bottom Left: A second site treated with 
aminocyclopyrachlor. At this location, the 
Wild Chervil pressure was so great that 
grass vegetation was non existent. In this 
photo the green vegetation shown is Wild 
Chervil leaves that are twisted with growth 
being stagnant. 



Long Term Management requires inhibition of seed production and germination
Wild Chervil tends to begin growing very early in the 
season. If you are not prepared to initiate a management 

plan by early May, you are most likely wasting 

resources as the more mature the plant be-
comes, the more difficult it is to control. 

Since this plant relies on seed to reproduce, 
the foundation of a management strategy must 

focus on stopping the plant from flowering and setting 

seed. This could involve weekly mowing, tillage followed 
by seeding of competitive vegetation, herbicides or a 

combination of the three. With respect to herbicides, we 
have been impressed with the level of control with 

aminocyclopyrachlor and have asked the 

manufacturer to add Wild Chervil to the 
proposed product label once they are 

in a position to approach product regis-
tration in Canada. We are hopeful that 

within the next 2-3 years we will have herbicide options 

for vegetation management professionals to use as part 

of an integrated control strategy for Wild Chervil. 
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Start 
managing Wild Chervil 

in Early May

Biology of Wild Chervil 
Life Cycle: Biennial or 
short lived perennial.

Reproduces by: Seed

Maturity: Very early. The 
plant will flower in May 
and by early June can al-
ready be producing seed.

EARLY MAY: 

 VEGETATIVE

LATE MAY: 

FLOWERING

LATE JUNE: 

SEED MATURITY


